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Not 1 1 Men, neither by Man, but by — 
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enough to engage the Eſteem and 
Admiration of the World; Tho! 


> Reon itſelf be highly Agreeable to all the 
Laws of Reaſon; Tho it be neceſſarily al- 
low'd to be the Grnament and Perfection of 
3 Nature; Vet were its Diſpenſers en- 
tirely Unauthoriz'd ; Had their Precepts re- 
ceivd no Sanction, nor They Themſelves 
any Commiſſion; were there indeed no Di- 
vine Poſitive Inſtitution, all the Plauſible 
5 Autumn, all the Powerful Obligations, 
N + - rs "NY. 
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which are generally Pleaded in its Behalf, 
would then be very Precarions and Uncer- 


| tain, A Voluntary Choice might indeed Re- 
commend, or a Diſcretionary Power would 
perhaps naturally Enforce its Doctrines; but 


an Abſolute Neceſlity of Actual Obedience Z 


would be entirely Cancell'd. The harſh and : 


more ſevere Precepts of Chriſtianity, would 


eaſily find too Treacherous a Friend in our 
Corrupted Natures, to be rightly. Obſerv'd and 


Embraced; The more eaſy and gentle Dictates 
of the Goſpel, tho' ſufficiently Applauded, 


would not conſtantly be follow'd ; And the | 


moſt Valuable Truths (always the Greateſt 


| Bleflings, tho ſeldom the moſt Welcome 
 __ Gueſts) would be often Rejected with Con» | 
_ tempt and Diſdain. The Truth of theſe 


 Aﬀertions is (I conceive) too plainly Evident 


to be Deny d, and may be fully Confirmd 

buy an Obſervation familiar enough tous All, 
 ___» That the moſt proper Advices, the moſt pru- 
deent Counſels, the moſt uſeful Admonitions, 


| Vvnleſs Given by a Perſon, who has a War- 
rantable Right of Admoniſhing, and an Un- 


_ conteſted Power of Inſtructing, are commonly 
| look'd upon as Unſeaſonable, Trifling, and 


Impertinent. The Truths themſelves, how Im- 


\portant erer, are generally neglected, nd 


| He that tooZealouſly propagates them, is not 


= always undeſervedly ill treated, And in- : 


ddeed for what Reaſon ſhould He be allow'd to 


Preach, unleſs it appears that He is dns, 4 ſent? 
But what if Noiſy and Impudent I 
ders are juſtly Pumſh'd for preſumptuonſly 


reten- 


WY) 


 Arrogating to themſelves a Claim, to which 
Divine Laws have never given, and to which 
Human Laws never can give any Tittle; 
muſt therefore Theſe Venerable Perſons, who 
have an Undeniable Right, an Undoubted 
Authority, a Legal Commiſſion to Preach 
and Inſtruct, to Reprove and Exhort, to Di- 
rect and Govern, muſt Theſe, I ſay, meet 
with the ſame Succeſsleſs, but Undeſerv'd 
Fate? Muſt They be induſtriouſly treated 
with Scorn and Contempt? Muſt they be 
_ Entitled to Ignominy and Diſgrace, to Po- 
verty and Diſtreſs? Muſt they be Expoſed 
to the Capricious Humours, the Witty Ma» 
lice, and the Raging Inſolence of Ariaus and 
 Athieſts, of Libertines and Latitudinarians, of 
HSlosoccinians and Deifts ? Muſt their Offices be 
Deſpiſed, their Doctrines Rejected, their 
_ Perſons Vilify'd, and They Themſelves ob 
liged to be Men of Sorrows, and Acquainted 
CCCCCC%% ⁰ĩ k es 
MVMV.,uvuſt the Preachers of Religion, the Re- 
preſentatives of God, the Fellow-Labourers 
of Chriſt, who have a Power ſuperior to an- 
gels and Arch-Angels themſelves, he look d 
upon Only as Idols ſet up by the Panicks of 
Fancy, or the Extravagancies of Superfti- 
tion? And muſt they be eſteem'd no Other 
than the ſervile Slaviſh Creatures of their 
Sovereign, but Imaginary Lord, the People? 
If Profaneneſs and Infidelity ; if Libertiniſm 


and (a) Eraſtianiſm, if the Confounding of 


(a) See the Tveſes of Eraſtus, particularly The IXI. | 


with his Confirmation. 
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1 all Diſtinctions between Things Sacred 404 a 
Civil; if the Levelling of all Orders and 
5 Degrees of Men among IIs, muſt thus, every 
where, irreſiſtibly Prevail; if the moſt 1 
3 Peaceable Religion, and the Innocent, 
but Voguarded Profeſſors of it, muſt be thus 
cruelly wounded by the laſt Efforts of In- 
corrigible Men; the Poiſonous Arrows of 


Detraction; If the Miniſters of God's Word, 


-. whe Meſſengers of his Will, the Stewards of FE 
Fo His Myſteries, the Angels of his Church, 
tthe Stars in his Right-hand, and the Em- | 
| baſſadors of Heaven, muſt be thus ſcanda- 
Ilouſly Defam'd as the Great Inſtruments of = > 
dieluding and deceiving a Stupid and Credu . 
Ilous World, in order to ſupport their Pride, 
„ Advance their Intereſt, to Gratify their 1 
Ambition, and to Eſtabliſh the moſt heavy = -- 
and Intolerable Yoke of Bondage, a Spiri!“ 
tual Tyranny; If this be the Deplorable and | 
Unhappy State of thoſe that wait at the || 
Altar, it is certainly not Unſeaſonable (eſpe- 4 
cially upon (6) this Day) to Vindicate our 
Miſſion, to Prove our Authority, and - = 
Ml-,agnify our Office. For What, What RT 
Re Jeel have we Receiv'd? And how truly | 
Mean and Contemptible is our Commiſh | 
on, unleſs we have e Le it 1 
1 from E. eaven : * TT 
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2 deavour to OI. 3 
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( 5 7 

21 Firſt, That God has Inſtituted and Eſta- 
bliſt'd a Miniftry by Chriſt and his 

| Apoſtles to Act been Himſelf and 


Mankind, in the Great and Important 
Affair of their Salvation. 


| e That all Oppoſition to This Mi- 


niſtry really i is, and muſt t neceſſarily | be RY 


look'd upon as Sinful. wt 

Third, That no Excuſe can be offer d by 
Man, which may plauſibly be ſuppoſed 
to Prevail with God, to Pardon pole s 


that Perſevere in the Guilt of ** | 5 


Abominable Sin. 
3 I ſhall Conclude: watts 1 In- 
ferences from the Doctrines eſtabliſhed. 


11 would be Endleſs to prove, that almoſt 


3 ? all Nations, in which there have appear'd any 


Light of Reaſon, any Traces of Knowledge, 


_ any Improvements in Learning, have gene- 


| rally had their Prieſts. To this Purpoſe I 
cmit to mention the Brahmins, the Magi, 


the Culdees, the Druids, and the infinitely 
tedious Catalogue of Religious Orders in the 


more early Riſe and Settlement of Nations. 


> 2K unneceſſary alſo would it be to Obſerve, 


- that Prieſts of all Nations, as well as Reli- 


gions, were indeed i in this pious Senſe truly 


| the ſame; That is, They were conſtantly 


look d upon as Succeſsful Mediators between 


_ Godand Man. It is moreoyer Univerſally 


Acknowledg'd, that the Buſineſs of Theſe 

Prieſts was to Teach, to Exhort, to Inſtruct 

| Men Howe 1 to Pray, to Adviſe what was moſt _ 
E 
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Expedient for ham to ask; What Vos, 
What « e) Sacrifices; What Oblations would 
be moſt Acceptable to the Deity, as Proper 
to Appeaſe his Anger, or Conciliate his Fa- 
vour. In ſhort, it is Needleſs to remark, 
tthat it was the Conſtant Office, and Proper : 
Buſineſs of Theſe Men, and of Theſe only, 
to exhibit and perform all the various Rites 
and reverential Ceremonies in Divine Wor- 
hip; which Worſhip, even by the Light of 
Nature might have been originally . = = 
upon the Power and Goodneſs. of ſome Firſt + 
Uncreated, Intelligent Principle. 5 
As for Us Chriſtians, Who happily. enjoy > 
the ineſtimable Benefit and Advantage of a 
Divine Revelation, We All know (if the || 
Sacred Records may but modeſtly be allowd | 
to carry with them the ſame Degrecs of Pro- 
bability as a Common Hiſtory) that the true 
Religion has had its Miniſters, if not from 
the Beginning of the World, yet ee - 
from the Patriarchal Ages. I | 
Before the Law, The Prieſthood was ori- 
98 ginally lodg d in the Firſt-born, as not only 
tze Ancient (d) Jews, but alſo the Chriſtian 
Fathers, and many () Eminent Writers a- 
bdundantly 4 8 Now Theſe were juſtlx 
Accounted the moſt honourable in every Fa- 
mile for indeed They were my * 


(e) See Bp. Porter $ s Antiquities of N 5 


(4d) Ab. Exr. in Gen. Philo, Foſephus, Dr. tots de ; 
Legibus Hebr. Groliu Selden, & Boc hart. (e) See Bp. | 

| : Potter, Bp. Beveridge, | T. Hits, Dr. Nc hols, Dr. Light- 

r Fer and Mr. Ned: . 


Ny 0 Kings 
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„ 
(f) Kings and Prieſts at the ſame time. 
And from hence it will manifeſtly Appear, 

that the Dignity of the Prieſthood was cer 
tainly reputed very Great, as being only 
ft for the Greateſt and moſt Eminent Per- 


fons fully to Enjoy, and wiſely Exerciſe. 
But be This as it will; That the Office 
was really executed, and that too to no Inſig- 


nificant Purpoſe ; That its Threats were nei⸗- 


ther look'd upon as meer Niceties or Dreams, 
nor its Cenſures efteem'd as altogether Vain 


4: - i Ineffetual ; And that the Perſons, who 


| Officiated in the Prieſthood, were Sacred and 


_ _ Inviolable, is (I think) indiſputably cer 
tain from the famous Story of (g) Abraham 
and Abimelech, It will alſo be more fully 

confirmed by the Conſideration of Noah's ( 


Bleſſing Shem, and ning Canaan ; of Iſaac's 
(i) Blethng Jacob, and of (i) Jacob's Autho- 


ritatively r his Paternal Benedic - 
C 


tions to his Children. For, what tho Every 


One may Bleſs Another, ſo far as Praying 


for the Favours, the Graces, the Aſſiſtances, 


ana the happy Influences of God upon him, 


and This may in a very large, but improper 
| Senſebe indeed call'd Bleſſing; yet ſolemnly 
to Pronounce a Benediction in the Name of 


| the Lord Jehovah, is a full and undoubted A& 


| of m and can never be Valid without 
an expreſs Commiſſion from God. Now that 


| Theſe Bleſſings and Theſe Curſes were really EO 


() Servins in Virg. &c. Dr. Ontram te Sacrificiis» 

(g) Gen. Chap. 20. Ver. 15th. (Y) Gen. Ch. 9. Verſes 

25, 26, 27, (i) Gen. Ch. 25. Ver. 28, 29. (*) Gen. 
Ch. 48. Ver. 20. „ 


Mini- | 


are Remitted unto them . And whoſe Sins 


Le Retain, They are Retain'd. Ye are 
the Light of the World; As my Father 


L ſent Me, fo ſend I You; Be Ye Aſſured, 
that He that Deſpiſeth You, Deſpiſeth Me 
and He that Deſpiſeth Me, Deſpiſeth Him 
_ * that ſent Me. By Me unto You is com- 


© mitted the Word of Reconciliation, and 


Now by Virtue of This Great, This 
Honourable, This Envy'd Commiſſion, 5 
Ohriſt as His own Immediate Subſtitutes and FF 


—— 


00 


55 See Bp. Hare's Scripture Vindicated, and Mr. 
1 Hughes s learned Diſſertations, 87 5 1 W 


Vice: gerents in his Spiritual Kingdom; | 
whereby They were endued with ſufficient | 
Authority, and with all the Neceſſary Quali- 
k Hfications for the Proper Exerciſe of it, They | 
Y  TJoyfully ſet out upon their importantEmbaſly. |} 
I bey reſpectively Propagate their Uniform 
} Doctrines; They Impoſe the Obſervance of 
[ them upon all Chriſtian Converts, as abſo- 
lutely Neceſſary to Eternal Salvation; They + 
Plant Churches; They Ordain Elders 
Ihey Fix and Eſtabliſn Biſhops; They 
make Laws and Canons for the greater Se- 
curit y (i) of the Divine Inſtitution; They Pre- 
5 0 ſcribe: Rules of Decency and Order in the „ 
| Exerciſe of Religious Worſhip ; They Inſti- 
lutte a Form of Seund Vorde, and Sound Diſs | 


r en AD 


e are to Declare All the Counſel of Y 


OY 2 


1 


cipline, that the Behaviour of Chriſtians might 


be ſuch as Becometh Saints; They Compoſe 


Differences; They Determine Controverſies, 
They Receive Accuſations; They Puniſh 
| Offenders; They Cenſure the Scandalous ; 
They Excommunicate the Contumacious; 
They fully Abſolve the Contrite and Hum- 
dle Penitent. And laſtly, to keep up a Law- - 
ful Succeſſion of Men Qualify'd to explain 
and adorn the Doctrine of That Great and 
Glorious High-Prieſt, God their Saviour in 
all Things; and that None might profanely _ 
Intrude into the Sanctuary of the Lord, r 
ſacrilegiouſly Invade the Altar of God, Tſñͥ xxx, 
Conſtitute and Ordain Officers in ſuch a 1 
FF Regular Subordination, as ſhould be moſt 
Efectual to Preſerve a laſting Eſtabliſhment 
of Peace and Good Government in the 
Church of Chriſt, which was to continue 
till all its Faithful Members ſhould be Tri- 


= umphantly Receiv'd up into Glory. 3 


IN Now the Adverſaries of Our Church 


may then, if They pleaſe, be Informed, or 
indeed rather fully Convinced, that from 
hence it is we receive Our Power, from 


hence We claim our Authority, from hence 


Ii We derive Our Commiſſion, and from hence 
| alſo, in a very Juſtifiable Senſe, We ſufft- 
ciently prove Our Uninterrupted Succeſſion, 
They may be entirely ſatisfied, (if Any 
thing will ſatisfy them,) that the M- 


niſtry We now have, is the very Same 


which was Eſtabliſh'd in the Apoſtolical 
Ages. For indeed, had it been a New, ora 
ods Fad 
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(t) Hieron. in Epiſt. 85. ad Evagr. 3 
Ejpiſt. $5. ad Magnum Orat. (u) See St. Ignatius paſ= 
| kim, by Dr. Smith, Oxon ; and Bp. Pearſon's Vin- 


„ 


Place (:) He expreſly Aſſerts, OQuod Aaron & 
N-i-illii ejus atque Levitæ fuerunt in Templo Id 
Epi ſcopi Presbyteri atque Diaconi fibi vendicent 
in Ecclefia, What Aaron, and his Sons, and F 
the Lewites were in the Temple, That 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons claim to them- 
ſelves in the Church. And laftly He declares, 
.) Omnes Epiſcopi ſunt Apoſtolorum Succeſſores, 
All Biſhops are the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. 
I need not critically Purſue This fruitful 
Point. I ſhall only add This Unanſwerable 
__ Remark, That what I have Advanced has been 
at different times acknowledg'd by Catholicks, 
bu Hereticks, by Schiſmaticks, by Men of oppo- = 
itte Intereſts, different Sentiments, and con- 
trary Parties; who could not therefore poſſi?s? 
bdbluy Combine among themſelves, to Impoſe 
a Piece of Forgery upon the World; but All 
of them agreed to acknowledge the Fact, as 
being invincibly Overcome by the Native 
„ .½:ꝛCé6 ,, ³ CSM rg OO | 
Acgreeably to the Principles, the Maxims, 
and the Notions which I have here laid down, } 
(u) St. Ignatius Derives the Divine Inſtitution }F 
of the Miniſtry in General, and the Original ÞF_ 
ol Epiſcopacy in Particular, from Chriſt 
Himſelf, He Compares the Biſhop, with his 
College of Presbyters, to Chriſt Preſiding inn 
the very midſt of His Holy Apoſtles. And 


(4) Hieron. 5 1 8 


. 0 t5 . 
in the Earneſtneſs of his Soul he Prays, *Y 
| Begs, he Beſeeches the Tralliant, the Magne- 
fians, the Smyrneans, | the Ephefians, the 
Pjyiladelphiaus, i. e. Thoſe to whom he writes 
his Epiſtles, that They would not groſly De- 
ceive themſelves ; for if they were not Within — 
the Altar, They were abſolutely deprived of 
'-_ the (&} Bread of God, the Proper Nurture | 
of their Souls, the Succeſsful Inſtruments of 
Grace, and the only Means of Eternal Sal- 
vation. And ()) again he ſays, Let All Re 
verence the Deacons as Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Biſhops as the Father, and the Presbyters 1 
as the Sanhedrim of God, and College of the 
Ahpoſtles; for without Theſe there is No 
urch, and without Theſe No Congre- 
| pation can be Holy. St. (z) Ireneus Deduces 
| the Miniſterial Authority from the ſame Ori- | 
ginal, and makes the Succeſſion of Biſhops, 
from the Apoſtles, to be his Principal Argu-kk 
ment againſt the moſt Abandon'd Hreticks, 9 
and the more Unreaſonable Schiſmaticks of 
huis Time. And farther, the ſame Glorious 
Martyr, ſpeaking of Thoſe very Perſons to 
whom the Apofiles committed the Govern- 
ment of the Churches, makes them much 
more Ancient than thoſe Hereticke, that im- 
poiouſly Diſturb'd and Undermin'd the Church 
5 4 of Now's 08; draws an - inaniWerable Argu- 


. 


— 


| ia Epiſit to the 1 43 ) ae to TY] | 
1 0 Trallians, 60 See lreneus in Ib. 43 . 3 | 


ment 


_—  - 
ment for their Apoſtolick Inſtitution, and 
their conſtant Succeſſion in That Office, a- 


* rue Thoſe that Innovated in Religion, and 


ſeveral Centuries thro which it flows. _ 


. breught in the moſt Damnable Doctrines. 


6 Clemens earneſtly urges the ſame Topick/ 


an beautifully touches this Point; | 


1 15 Cypria Sn 
: d a Tertullian very happily makes Uſe of : 

the ſame cogent Argument, and juſtly de- 
mands of The Hereticks, a Catalogue of 


Their Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, And (d) 
Origen, ſpeaking of Church- Governors, makes 


: them immediately ſucceed the Apoſtles them- = 
ſelves, in the exalted Dignity of their High ÞF_ 
and Heavenly Office. The ſame alſo is very | 
= ſtrenuouſly Aſſerted, and largely Proved, by 5 
Euſebius in his Ecclęſiaſtical (e) Hiſtory, In 


ſihort, the Reality of a Divine Inſtitution, is 


ST Confirming This Important Doctrine in tile 


T This Great Point then We have (I think) 5 


| infallibly gaind, that both the Scriptures |} 


-- Antiquity Diſplay and Confirm to Us 


the Exiſtence, the Reality, and the Certainty 
of a Divine Mithon and Inſtitution. By 


Means of which the Evangelical Prieſthood 


| Tranflates Us out of Darkneſs into God's | 


— 


(̃a) In his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. See alſo 
Clemens of Alexandria in his Pædag. (b) In his Epi- 

tles and Book of Unity. (c) In his Preſcription a- 
gainſt Hereticks, (d) See Origen Ne) E%g:, and allo 
his Philocal. Cap. 1. (e) See Euſebius. Lib. 3. Cap. 4 f- 


Stream of Antiquity is vaſtly enlarg d, by |} 


TE.” A. 

Marvellous Light; Raiſes Men from the Farth, 
and virtually brings God Himſelf down 
from the Regions of Heaven, By Blefſing 
_ Viſible Elements, it Makes them the Happy 
Inſtruments of Inviſible Grace; It ſymbol 
cally Diſpoſes of That Body which was given 
for the Life of the World; and That Blood, 

KF which was Pour'd out to Redeem Mens Pre- 
coious and Immortal Souls. Oh! Miracle of 
Goodneſs! Oh! Adorable Bounty of God! 
That fuch Tranſcendent Power ſhould be 
given to the Sons of Sinful Men! What 
amazing Dullneſs is it therefore not to Ad- 
mire? What ſhocking Prophaneneſs is it 
not to Revere ſo great an Authority? What 
monſtrous Stupidity to think that Any, but 
| God Fimſelf, can give it? For tho! the 
| Prieſthood (as St. Chryſoſtom Obſerves) be 
| exerciſed on Earth, yet is it deſervedly 
reckon'd among (J) Heavenly Goods. Nor 
Angels, nor Arch-angels, nor any Created i 
Being eſtabliſhed, That ſacred Order, but 
the (g) Holy-Ghoſt himſelf; They to whom = 
This Power was given, were told by hing 
|  Receiv'd it. For what Ye ſhall bind on 1 
„ Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and 
„ whatſoever Ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be | 
A Joofed in Heaven,” Temporal Princes have 


\ 
— 


1 


(.) See Chryſoftom de Sacerdetio paſſim, Dr. Hieb, 
and the incomparable Hooker. (g) See Hooker's Ec. = 
JJ Failty. Book Vik- ooo IEREnoniSSEE 


indeed 1 


6—Fnn 3 
indeed a Power to Bind, but then This Af- 
fects the Body only, Whereas Miniſterial 
Power Binds the Soul, is extended beyond 
the Grave, Reaches even to Heaven, and 


triumphs with Eternity itſelf. God ratifies 
) Above, what His Miniſters juſtly tranſatrtrt 
Below; And the Righteous Maſter gladly 
Confirms the unerring Sentence of his Faith | 
ful Servants, It is certainly therefore the 
very utmoſt Extravagance of Madneſs, to 
Deſpiſe or Deny a Power, without which 
Wie can hope for no Salvation; without 
| which We can Never acquire the Poſſeſſion 


of Promiſed Rewards; without which We | 
can Never be Admitted to the Happy Man- 


ſions of Unſpeakable Bliſs, For if None ((( 
mean None in a regular Way) can enter into! 
the Kingdom of Heaven, unleſs He be firſt 


| Regenerated with Water and the Holy- 
Ghoſt; if He that eateth not the. Fleſh of 


2M Lord, and drinketh not his Blood, is : 
| abſolutely Deprived of Eternal Life; And 


| CTCL 


% FTþ (b) The Regular Miniſters are Authoriz d to De- 
e clare God's Pleaſure unto Such as Believe and Re- 
e pent; and in bis Name to Certify and give full 


. "0 Aſſurance to their Conſciences that their Sins are 5 


4 forgiven, For the' Others may indeed bring glad 
„ Tidings of Good Things to the Penitent Sinner, 


as truly as they do; Yet neither is it to be expect- 


5, 


with the ſame Authority and Power, with ſuch 
% full Aſſurance, and ſuch Entire Satisfaction to the 
„ Afflicted, Broken, and Wounded Conſcience.” 
t - ve he Oreat Frome . 


ed that they ſhould, or indeed that they can do it, 


t 19 5 
of the Miniſtry 


be done, How can either the Inextinguiſh- 


able Fires of Hell be avoided, or the Ra 

diant Crowns of Glories, Prepared for Men 

in Heaven, be (i) Obtain'd, without Your 

| Help and Affiſtance ? To You is Conſt n 
The Power of the Keys, The Keys of a 8 
ven, of Hell, and of Death. Jo You are 

5 Committed all The Means, The Miniſtra- 
tions, The Powers, The Inſtruments, The 

Energies of Grace. By You, Men put _ RE 

1 By You, They are United to the . 


EY 
2 God; and by Your Prevalent Acts, They 


are conſtituted Members of His Sacred Po- 


— lity and Communion. 


| Having thus largely Proved, that God has es 
8 truly eſtabliſh'd a igattry by Chriſt and his 

Ahpoſtles, to Act between Himſelf and Mann 
kind, in the Great and Important Affair _ 


— | their Salvation; oy I Proceed now to my 


I | Second Obſervable, which is to Mer; That =” 
 þ all Oppoſition to this Miniſtry really is, 
and muſt be looked Lk as SOAR 


Sinful. 


> 4 to Obſerve, that the Power, the Miſſion, and 1 | | 
-. Authority of the Miniftry, 182 Matter of | 
Fact, which can only be Determined by the 


1 But before I Saad: 1 think it Neceſſary 
+ 

MO Practice of the Apoſtles, and . ene wy 
Bp 7 | 
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y ; if it be (My Brethren!) 
by Your Hands that All Theſe Things muſt 
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. 1 of the Church ſince the Apoſtolick 
= 1 for the Practice of the Apoſtles, It is 
(I think) Plain from the Scriptures them- 


ſelves; and eſpecially from the Sacred and 

Tnimitable Paſtoral of St. Paul, addreſs'd to 
Timothy and Titus, as a Scheme of Diſcipline Þþ| 
buy which they were to Govern both Them 


V one: 
As for the Practice of the Church, That 


S will (I imagine) be demonſtrably Evident 
from the Venerable Writings of the Primi- 


tive Fathers, and the various Hiſtories of 


Canons and Councils. To Go on then 


If the Religion of Chriſt cannot be dux 
Propagated and effectually Supported without 
* a conſtant Succeſſion of Preachers and Mini- 
| Rers; if the Office and Succeſſion of the Mi- 


BH niſtry be Actually Imply'd and Inftituted in 


the Holy Scriptures; if Theſe very Men, who, 


5 by God's own Appointment, are the Miniſters 


Eanons of the Secon 


SH Holy Sacraments 3 if They, who have La- 


bour'd in the Miniſtry, without being regu- "5 


larly appointed to it, have been (H) Conſtantly | 


i Oondemnd by the Whole Church of Chrifl, || 


Rm 


dss ge famous Story of Calltbus and Ihen 


 Socrates'sHiftop, Eceleſ. Lib. i. Cap. 1. cum Notis Va 
Tefii. See alſo the Account of the Meletian Presby- 


ders, Ibid. See the Apoſtolical Canons, Can. 32. Chalce- 
| donian Canons, Can. # & 8. Gangran Canons, Can. 6. 
Council of Carthage, Can. 9. See 


Bingham of the Re-ordination of Hereticks and Scbiſ- 
_ maticks, See allo . 8 


Chemnitins, _ 


ED 


a7 


Then it is Certain that all Oppoſition to this 
Maniftry 1 is an Oppoſition to Religion itſelf, 
and conſequently muſt be a Sin. e 
But farther; if Chriſt has Receivd Men 1 
to Salvation, upon Terms and Conditions 
Propoſed and Offered by Him, not Calcula- 
ted and Contrived by Them, "Ther 8 - 
Neceſſary that Theſe Terms and Conditions . 
ſghould be nicely Weighed and ſeriouſly Re- 
garded; If Chriſt has a Power of making 
Any Inſtitutions, The Impious Conſequence f 
Denying which I dare not Purſue; If Chriſt 
(I fay) has a Sufficient Power, or a Divine 
Kight, of Making an Inſtitutions, then cer- | 
tainly Theſe Inſtitutions ought ſtrictly tobe 8 
Obſerved. And laſtly, if Chriſt has a Right {i 
| to Our Obedience, He has undoutbedly 1 
| Right to Preſcribe the Rules, the Forms, 
the Meaſures of That Obedience; And for LE” 
Men to violate Theſe Rules, would be a 7 
: MW: Profanation of his Laws and Injunctions, 404 ] 
therefore cannot but be a Scandalous Con- 


tempt of Heaven. 


Again, if Chriſtianity itſelf entitles U. Tg . 
Sal vation no Otherwiſe than as it is a Cove= _ 
nant of Grace; if the only adequate a 


proper Obedience to Chriſt's Laws is ſtrictly 


| Obeying them, in the very ſame Senſe that 
Chriſt really intended them; if for very 
| weighty Reaſons, We are obliged to: Alttent 
to ſome of Chriſt's Doctrines, in the ſame 
Senſe in which He taught them, it will alſo 
for the very ſame Reaſons follow, that We 


: are — Lge. to | Obey ſome © of 
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3 
His Inſtitutions, in the ver ſame Manner i in 

0 which He has Preſcribed them, 
Once more, Either Divine Inſtitutions are 


to de comply d with, or They are not. If 
They are not, Why (I Pray) may not —_— 
| Revelations alſo be laid Aſide? This We 


are ſure of, they ſtand on the very ſame | 
=o Foundation; The Reaſon and Nature of 


- their Obligations are perfectly and entirely 


the ſame, They are Both the Tndiſputable 
Wi of. God Diſcover'd to Mankind; The 


One of them to be nicely Obſerv'd, The - 


. Other to be fully Believ'd. If therefore We . 
are not Bound to Com! ply with his Will in 


| the One Caſe, it will em very Difficult, to : 
WF Impartial Judge, to Determine, upon 
what Grounds We are obliged to Submit = 1 


Wo It in the Other. 15 5 IF 
But briefly 5 effeQually to Diſp atch this TP 


1 . AT Fo Power, the Miſſion, the Au- | 


_ thority of the Miniſtry be Conſtituted of | 


„„ if it be Commanded of God for a 
perpetual Ordinance: If it be Impoſed upon 


i Us by Him, Whom All Things in Heaven 


and Earth gladly Obey; If it be Appointed ; 
to be for ever ObCerv'l in his Church, Woe! 


Eternal Woe be to him that fighteth againſt 
SGSod; that ſtriveth with his Maker; that 


labours to Cancel the Righteous Acts of 3 


= Eternal Decrees. It is Our Duty and Our 


I _ Intereſt to acquieſce in all the Divine Ap- 
pPointments; And it is the only Source f 


. nr Obedience, if We have any Reſpect to 


- the Recompence of Reward, The 1 . 


q 1 
| The Humble, The Pious Chriſtian can no 


more be the Creature of His own frail Opi- 
nions, than He can be the Author of His 
own Eternal Salvation. Tis Abſurd to Mea- 
ſure God's Immutable Will, by the Weak 
Models of Our own Whimſi cal Fancies; s «| 
Madneſs to Oppoſe the Cobwebs of Human 3 
Vnderftanding to the fixd and inviolable 
Determinations of Infinite Knowledge; And 
tis Blaſphemy to Cenſure the Wiſe Proceed. 5 


5 gs of Our Almighty Creator, i 


8. 8 now to my Third and Laſt Ob- 5 
ſervable, Which is to ſhew, That No 
Excuſe can poſſibly be found out by 
Man, which will induce God to Pardon 
Ihoſe that obſtinately Perſevere i in Op- 1 


Nd poſing t the Eftabliſh'd Miniſtry, 


ng orf all the. various ed {7 iteful Oppoſi- — 
tions to the Eſtabliſh'd Miniftr 

Prejudiced and Unreaſonable, The moſt Sin- 
ful and Dangerous is That which 3 1s ſo vio- 
 lently carried on by Schiſm and Separation. 

| . Now the Sin of Schiſm has been always 
| look'd upon by the Wiſeſt Men of All hes, 
and of All Perſuaſtons, as a Sin of the black- 


eſt Dye, and the moſt deteſtable Nature. 


Na, It has been often Styl'd by the moſt : 
0 Learned among the Schiſmaticks them- _ 
1 es The Mother of Confuſt on, The Nurſe 


TY See Baxter's Cure of Diviſions, the Deſence f * 
„ 


5 Cure, and His N Direct. Ee 


The moſt. i 


1 1 
of Atheiſm, The Inlet of Popery, and The 
moſt fruitful (n) Source of all Errors and 


Heereſies. There is Nothing (ſay ( Cyprian, 


(o) Trenaus, and (p) Chryſoſtom) that Provokes 
God more than to Divide His Church; and 
even the „ of Martyrdom is 
not ſufficient to 


Vaſh away the Heinous 


* Guilt of it. Indeed if We rightly conſider 


the heinous Malignity, and the fatal Conſe- 
quence of This Dreadful Crime, We muſt 


readily Conclude, that the ſtrong Exclama- 


tions made againſt it by the Primitive Wri- 


ters, have certainly Somewhat in them too 1 


Great and Momentous to be look d upon only 5 


| as the Pious Extravagances of Enflamed |} 


It was a very ſerious Conſideration of this 

Important Affair, that Animated the firſt 

| Chriſtians to the Practice of ſo laudable a 

1 Cuſtom, that whenever Hereticks or Schiſma- 
ticks were Promoted to any eminent Poſt in 


| | | the Church, Both Cler gy and Laity Remon-_ 1 . 
. 5 ſtrated to the Emperor, and the Patriarch, _. 


) Metropolitan, piouſly Refuſed the Conſe- 
7 one” 


4 1 Py 3 * 5 ö * nr " TAR? — a "BRA 5 : 
* 7 ho . . * : x hy Ty — * — — 


* 


) See Bp. Stillingfleet of Schiſm and Separation. 


= See alſo Dr. Bennet, Dr. Wommack, and Mr. Bur- 


| ſcough, of Schiſm. (n) Cyprian in Lib. de Unitate. 


. (es) Ireneus, Lib. 4. Cap. 62. (9) Chryſoſlom, in Epheſ. : 


85 (4) See The Antiochian Canons, Can. 11. Nicene Canons, 


Can. 4. and 6. The Laodicean Canons, Can. 12. And 


4 : 72 fee Balſamon 2 on the African Canons, Can. 435 ers | 


(25 Y 
But that Schiſm is a moſt Dreadful, Dan- 
gerous, and Damnable Sin, is (I think) de- 


monſtrably Certain, Since It is directly Op- 


poſite to That Spirit of Love and Union, 
That Meekneſs and Goodneſs, That Candor 
and Tenderneſs, That Patience and Long- 


ſuffering, which is the Peculiar Mark, The 
Diſtinguiſhing Character, The Bright and 
5 Eſſential Badge of Chriſt's Diſciples ; And 
without which Gentle Spirit the Scriptures „ 
poſitively Declare, That it is Impoſlible for 
Any Man to enter into the Kingdom of _ 


Heaven 


The Church is * My tical, the Spire 


15 Body of Chriſt, And in Order to keep it 


| Whole and Entire, to Preſerve its Purity and -- 

FF Beauty, its Dignity and Splendor, How ear- | 
gneſtly does he Plead with His Heavenly Fa» 
ther, that this Deſtructive Calamity might 


5 never befall it? How Devoutly does He Pray, 


Hou Paſſionately does he Beg, that it might 

never be Rent by Schiſms, or Diſtracted by 

5 Diviſions; but 4 it might for ever Con- 
tinue in perfect Unity, in Conſummate Har- 3 


1 mony, and Eternal Peace? 


As long therefore as the Church requires 5 
No Terms of Communion, but what are in 
themſelves Lawful, (and no longer is it the 
True Church of Chriſt than when it does 
ſo,) as long as the Church Tmpoſes no Ar- 
ticles either of Faith or Religion, but what 
are entirely Conſonant to the Holy Scrip -- 
tures, and the Wiſe Interpretation of the _ 
Primitive Fathers; As 5 ns as the ed 2 
| 2 7 OO 


ä 


rized Miniſters Preach No Doctrines, but 
what are Grounded upon Theſe very Scrip - 
tures, and are alſo Agreeable to 0 Pure 

Antiquity; as long as This Heavenly Diſ- 

penſation is kept up, (and may the Watch- 


ful Eye of Providence for ever Guard, and 


the Gracious Promiſe of its Great Founder 


for ever Protect it) fo long will all Oppoſi- |. 

tion to the Eftabliſh'd Miniſtry, be a Rend?-·ů 
ing the Body and Bowels of Our Bleſſed Sa 
viour; be a Deſtroying the Peace, Order, 
and Government of the Church; be a Pro» 
moting the Deſigns of Hell, and Enlarging 


| the Spacious Kingdoms of Intolerable Dark» = 


Ihe Time, uſually Allotted for Diſcourſes 

of This Nature, will not Permit Me to Exa?ð 
mine All the Scruples and (s) Pretences that 

are often plauſibly Offer d in favour of Sepa= 


ration I ſhall only beg leave to Obſerve to 
Tou, that the Eternal Natures of Things can 

never be Alterd, Eſſential Properties wil! 
always be the Same, tho artfully Diſguiſeclt 


under an Infinite Variety of Modifications. 
And tis Abſolutely Impoſſible, that Truth, 


T7 always Simple and Uniform, ſhould ever T 


become Falſhood; or that Falſhood, (the 


Greateſt: Monſter in all the Intelledual 


; World,) tho aſſiſted by the Powerful Magick Þ {| 
of Hop hiſtry, ſhould ever Become Delightful 


r ah. 


* 


ca see Br. Sparrow's Collection of Canons, ſub. Tr, 


Concionant. (5) See Bp. Stillingfleet of Separation 


— 
Whatever Pretences Men may therefore 
Offer to Screen themſelves from the Imputa- 
tion of Enormous Guilt, or ſpeciouſſy to 
Palliate their Deſtructive Error, This is Cer- 
tain, That no National Acte, no Publick 
_ Edits, nor Syzods, nor Councils, can ever 
make Sin to be Eccleſiaſtical Union, or 
__ Union to be Schiſm, or indeed Either of them 
to be Things in their own Nature Indifte- 
rent. And as for the Plea of Conſcience, 
wWjhich Men f loudly Trifle with in This 
Important Point, It muſt (I imagine) be Su- 
perfeded by the Only Great and Adequate 
Rule of Conſcience, which is no Other than 
the Scripture itſelf; which highly Condemns _ 
All Schiſms and Separations, and Openly 
Dienounces the Severeſt Anathemas againk 


n_wCT Oe on” 
We are nicely and cautiouſly to Obſerve, 
That the Church is not to be Difturbd, 
UDnhinged, or Undermined upon Account of 

| ſome Unhappy Deficiencies in its Conſtitu- 
tion, or ſome flagrant Imperfections either in 
its (x) Superior or Subordinate Governors, 
| We are to Diſtinguiſn between the Men 4 
and their Office, between their Publick and k 
Private, between their Religious and Civil 

| Characters, The Profeſſion is Uſeful and 
Neceſſary, Innocent and Honourable, tho 
the Profeſſors may be often Treacherous and 
Guilty, Offenſive and Infamous. We all 
know that The Apoſtles themſelves had 


— 


DD: (8 See Optatus Milevitan & Auguſtin, contra Donat. 


„5 4» 8 
among them a Judas, The firſt Biſhops a 
5 A Paulus Samojatenus, The Presbyters an 


Ty w) Arrius, The Deacons an (x) Aerins, Tis 


a monſtrous Abſurdity to argue from an A- 


biuſe of any Power, to the Unlawfulneſs of |} 


That Power, Muſt Men (I pray) Submit to 
no Government, that has been once Taint- 
ed by Evil Adminiſtration ? Muſt They be 


of no Church that has Any Mixture of Weak- . 


_ neſs OT Error, but what | 18 entirely De void . 


of Spot or Wrinkle? Muſt they Renouncde 
Monarchy, becauſe in former Ages They 


have Heard of Cruel, Barbarous, and Inhu- 


man Tyrants? Or muſt They now Deſert 8 


FPpiſcopacy, The very Pillar and Foundation 5 


2 of all b Pure Religion, and the beſt and 55 ; 


1 51 eateſt, if not the Ouly Security of Our 


Preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment, becauſe Some, 
who have formerly been Inveſted with 


| That Venerable Order, were ablolutely Un-. 


. There can be no ſuch Thing as Order and 


Government at all, Men may, upon Theſe | 


Principles, Unſcheme themſelves of all Church 


Polity; They may Exempt themſelves from 


all the Sanctions of Civil Government; They || 
may Diveſt themſelves of all Religion; They: 
may, for any Thing that They have to do 


with the Laus, the Privileges, or the Con- 


(„) See Euſebiuts Eceleſiaſtical Hiſtory. (w) See 


Tillemont. See Dr. Berriman. See alſo Maimbourgh's 


_ Hiſtory of Arianiſm, by Mr. Webſter. (x) See Auguſtin 
ge Hereſ. Epiphan, in Panario and Pbilaſtrius * Hereſ. 
55 j oc ns - 
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ditions of Human Society, for ever Seclude 
themſelves from the World. 


The Spiritual Powers that be, are 0. 
5 e of God. To Rebel a gainſt Them is 
to Rebel againſt Heaven, To Invade their 
Authority is to Infringe upon Chriſt's o⁷¹ n 
_ Peculiar Property. And We have Demon- 
 ftrative Arguments, Drawn from the Worth 
and Excellency of the Soul, (whoſe Inte- 
_- yelts ate of infinitely Greater Moment than 
Any Concerns of this Life,) to prove, that 
Our Obligations to Eccleſiaſtical Obedience, 
are Stronger than Thoſe that flow either from E 
Civil or Natural Relations, 5 
Altar muſt not be Ereded 111. Altar 1 
and a New Prieſthood can never be Raiſed. 1 
A New Revelation, how Expedient ſoever it 
may ſeem to ſome Men, or even Subſervient 
to the Cauſe of Virtue, is not now to be 
Expected. And'tis a Melancholy Reflection 
c think of Thoſe that Worſhip not Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Truth, how earneſtly 
ſoever they may Contend for Worſhipping 5 
him in Sincerity. 5 
Vod is not o f ( 4 Profuſe 
of His Supernatural Influences, as to Beſtow 
them where there is no Manifeſt Want of 
them, nor any (z) Great Probability of their 
turning to a Good or Religious Account. 
His Revelations are ſo full as not to admit of 
1 Any Improvements, and His Ordinances 1a 


PC. ) See the Hiſtory of Ae. (2) See Hines 8 5 : 


925 Pretenders to * examined, Pag 5 
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(30) 


fe as not to allow of Any New Amend- 


ments, Whatever therefore 1s Appointed by - 
the Inftigation or Artifice of Human Policy, 


. in order to Change, New-Model, and Ab- 


rogate the ſacred Hierarchy ; ; to Diſturb, TH - 
late, and Deſtroy the Poſitive Inſtitutions of fe 
God; to Subvert, Sap, and Undermine the F 
Eſſentials of Chriſt's Religion, 1s Impiety, is Xe 


Sacrilege, is abſolute Idolatry. 


SGauch Preſuming, Such Arrogant, Such Self „ 
Originated Paſtors, may indeed Pretend a 
Commiſſion from God, but having None, 
they attempt his Publiek Work without a 
Publick Authority. They Profane the Sacred 
i Function, and make a Trifle of the moſt 
= Dreadful Sin, They Crucify their Bleſſed |} 
F Lord afreſh, and put Him to an Open 

=_ Shame. They are Inceſſant Troublers and 
S8Sieducers of the People; They are Infallible Þ}F_ 
4 Subverters and De royers of Souls. They 


1 5 take away all Diſtinction between the Shep- > wy 
4 herd and the Flock. They are Uſurpers of 
1 the Broad-Seal of Heaven. Blind as Sampſon, |} 


1 bo: They Exert all their Strength to pull down TY 1 


the Pillars of Our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution; ” 


and Bold, as Phaeton, with a Glaring Igno- —_ 
|  rance and Unconſcious Impudence, They * 
=_ Burn up the Spiritual World. . 
3 With Regard to Thoſe preſumptuouſly Ar- 1 
- ac Teachers, and their Obſtinately Blind 
Followers, Charity Herſelf, That Heaven?- 
Wo Virgin, which kindly draws a Veil 
der every Human III, ſtands Startled and 
; in vain She ſtrives, 1 in vain She 
; ” labours . 


| 5 ( - 5 
labours to Excuſe them; tho' She Hopeth and 
Believeth All Things, yet ſtill She Repines, 
that tis not in Her Power to think ſo Fa- 
vourably of them as (a) Origen did of their 
Father the Devil, who falſely Imagined He 
What I have hitherto Advanced might be 
"WM: More fully Confirm'd, ſhould I Proceed to 5 
ſhew how exceedingly Tender the Almighty 
is of His own Inſtitutions, by Exemplifying 
the Puniſhments Inflicted on Thoſe, who 
have impiouſly made Invaſions on Them, 
| How (4) Saul was Dethroned for Invading 
| the Prieſt's Office. How (c) Feroboam and his 
| Houſe were cut off for Aboliſping the Prieſts 
| of Levi, and Setting up New Ones of his 
©: on i How (4) Uzzah moſt grie 
voufly Provoked the Lord to Anger, when He 
# took hold of the Ark, tho' He ſw it m 1 
I danger of falling. But being neither Prieſt — oi 
nor Levite, i. e. Having no Qualification for 
| what He did, tho! He did it out of a very 
I good and honeſt Deſign, and therefore His 
5 For (if any Voluntary Errors could be In- > 
|} rocem/) might perfectly ſeem fo, yet Imme- 


r 


(s) This monſtrous Error of the famous Origen, is 

mention'd by St. Ferome in Lib. 2. Apol. adverſus Ruffin. 
Theſe two Great Men, who were by far the moſt 
Learned of all the Fathers, ſhew us how eaſily Specu- 

lative Errors in Religion, may take hold of the very a 
Bel and Wiſesn Lee ae... 


(b) 1 Sam. Ch. 13 Ver. 9, and 13, and Chap. 15. : 
5 Ver. 23, 25, 26. (e) 1 Kings, C. 12. Ver. 3 1. (4) 1 Chron, 


Adliate 


(32) 
dicks Death was inflicted upon Him for His 


Preſumptuous Tranſgreihion, And laftly, 
How (e) Corah, by making bitter Invectives 


againſt the Governors and Officers appointed 


by God, Affronted the Divine Majeſty, and 
tramp led upon the Sacred Authority. But 


| the fatal Cataſtrophe of Himſelf and His 
Schiſmatical Companions. is too Notoriouſſy 


ſhocking to be more largely Diſplayd. 


In ſhort, Nothing is more Dangerous, . 


Nothing more Dreadful, than for Men to 


Aſſume to themſelves a Power, which Hea- 
ven has Deny'd them; and to claim an Au- 
| thority, which God, eternally Jealous of his | 
| own Incommunicable Honour, has Actually 


forbidden them. Such Men may indeed 


poſſibly Deceive the World, under a falſe 4 


Character, but God will not be Mock d; 
The All- Wiſe will not be Over-reachd by 


the Crafty Preſumptions of feign'd Stewards; 5 


. nor will the Monarch of Heaven be Impoſed 5 


1 upon by the Pretended Credentials of falſe _ 8 
hs — Embaſladors, . 3 


From what has been Offerd. It fully 1 


1 pears, that there is a manifeſt Diſtinction | 


between Clergy and Laity, that All are not 


| 0 Prieſts alike, that All have not () Power 


. ( Numb. Ch. 16. Ver. 31, 32, 3 33- See alſo Fele * 
= be in Lib. 4. Antiqu. Jude. Cap. 2, "3 


(Ff) See Dr. Rogerss View and 3 Mr. Steb-. 5 


1 : bing's Polemical TraGs, Bp. Hall, Bp. Bilſon, A. Bp. 


Ts Dre Nene, Mr. — and tea 0 


Bramball, Bp. Sanderſon, Saranda, Bp. Potter, Bp Hare, 
Bp. Sherlock, Dr. Hicks, and Hooker's Fcdehelticel _ 


Polity, Dr. Hammond againſt Blondell, Bp. Montague, Ts 


alike” : 


„ eee 


alike; And that no Man can juſtly take to 
himſelf this Honour, unleſs he be expreſsly 
call'd of God, as was (g) Aaron. Our Blefſed 
Saviour then has Undoubtedly Appointed _ 
certain Officers, with proper Authority to 
| Teach, to Govern, to Correct, and Preſerve 
an External Polity and Diſcipline in his 
Church. He Importunately Demands an 
| Awful Submiſſion to what he Himſelf Taught 
and Ordain'd. And the very ſame Submiſ- 
ſion, that was due to Him upon Account of 
_ His Great Commiſſion, He Authoritatively 
Demands and Requires to be paid to his De- 
legated Officers upon the Vencrable Account 
SE va SORT . St 
Fe Bur after All. How rigidly Severe or Ex- e 
alted ſoever our Notions of a Divine Miſſon, 


) Morinus has a very Beautiful and Curious Re- 
mark to this Purpoſe, The moſt High God „„ 
| © He) came down to Mount Sinai, and Conſecrated —@ 
Maſes, Moſes laid his Hands upon Aaron, Aaron upon 
4 nhis Sons, his Sons ſucceſſively upon Thoſe that fol- 
„ lowed them until John the Baptiſt; Fohn the Bap- 
„ tiſt laid his Hands upon Our Saviour, Our Saviour 
. upon his Apoſtles, His Apoſtles on the Biſhops that 
© ſncceeded them, and They ever fince on Thoſe _ 
Pho are admitted into Holy Orders. See Morinus 
de Ordinationibus Maronitaruunum. 
TPho' it may ſeem ſtrange, that Morinus ſhould cal! 
Maſes a Prleſt, yet This is Confirm'd by Philo, who 
= : expreſsly ſtyles him thus, viz. Met oi 2 Bac iat, 5 
1 Nouode rd 5 Ap D- Philo de Vita Moſs, P. 681. e 5 
Pag. 696. Edit. Francofurt. 1691. Sce alſo Exodus, 
Chap. 29. V. 9. and Exod. Ch. 30. V. 30. Greg. Naxianx 
ratio Sexta, Huetius & Fuſebius in Demonſt. 
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TE = PP 
or the Abſolute Neceſſity of Our Submitting 
Ourſelves to Church. Government may ſeem , 
Tho We Declare, that No Authority can be 
a true Authority, unleſs Convey'd by Thoſe, 5 
who are regularly Appointed to Convey it; 
Io We Maintain, That No Church can = 
2 True Church, but What is Govern'd by 
Thoſe, whe have Receiv'd a Governing 
Power from the Apoſtles in Succeſſion; Tho 
WMe aſſert, that No Miniſterial Office can be 
Valid, unleſs Perform'd by Thoſe, who are 
_ duly called and legally Commiſſion'd; Yet 
= in Caſe of a Real and Abſolute, not a Falſe 
“ and Pretended Neceſſity, (not The Daring 
W and Preſumptuous Plea of the (þ) Kirk, not 


the Feign'd, but more Plauſible Excuſe of 
Geneva, not the Boaſted Moderation of Thoſe, 
Who falſely call themſelves Churches Re- 
form'd) We would not willingly think Thoſe 
Men, who, tho Unauthorized, piouſly Preach 
the Religion of Jeſus, to be Guilty of Sacrilege, 
odr to Incur the dreadful Penalty of Damna- 
tion. No. In Pity to their Unavoidable Misfor- 
tune, in Compathon to their Unconquerable 


— 


— 


) That Man muſt be a Perfect Stranger to Modern 

' _ Hiſtory, who is Ignorant that the Kirk very rebelli- 
ouſly and implouſly Rejected Fpiſcopacy. Geneva has 

had ſeveral very fair Opportunities of Embracing 
and Eſtabliſhing it. And there is Great Reaſon ro 
hope that the Reform'd Churches abroad might, upon 
Proper Application, happily at laſt ſucceed in Ob- 

_ taining This Great and Apoſtolical Inſtitution, which 

Is ſo eſſentially Neceflary to the very Being of a True 

Sek Neceſhity, 


; : an Holy Chur 


(35) 


| Neceſſity, We Conſign them not to the In- 9 


dolent Hh of a (ro Deprivation, Nog 
ſhall We Commit them to the Mercileſ; and 


- Irreverſi ble Fate of Eternal Miſery. They 


rare in the Hands of a Merciful Creator; we 
IJ leave them to their Guardian Angels, and 
to That Providence which nn Pre- 5 


* = „ 


* come now briefly to offer Jacks Suitable 
Reflections upon the Doctrines eſtabliſh'd. 


ae * it Tath Plata a God of RE . oY] 


; Pucity and Order to Purchaſe to Himſelf, 8 


by the precious Blood of His Son Chriſt Jeſus — 


(the Great Biſhop and Shepherd of Our Soul? 
„ 44 and a Choſen J 
Since for the beſt land nobleſt Purpoſes He 


has given ſome Apoſtles, ſome Pale a ſome | i 


 Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the 


I regular Diſcharge of the Miniſtry, and the 3 
I Perfecting of the Saints. Since This is tbe | 
I Great, the Glorious Deſign of the . 5 : 


cal Scheme, It is Our Indiſpenſable Duty to 


Contend earneſtly for This Article of Our 5 = 
Faith. We are Zealouſly to guard This S | 


_ cred D Depo ſitum Committed to Our Truſt, as 
eſſentially Neceſſary to the very Being of 9 


| Religion, For if Our Daring Adverſaries 
can but once Perſuade Men, that the Divine 


Inſtitution of the Miniſtry, and the Regular e 


Eſtabliſhment of Churc Government are 
Nothing but the Artful Contrivances of Am- 
bitious e, or of n Prieſts, 1 
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will foon Convince them, that All the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrines, that All Religions Inſtitutions 
Derive their Spurious Original from the 
fame fruitfully Politick Invention. This, 
This Unreaſonable and Impious Prejudice is 
the Great Foundation of All Our Religious 
Brie vances and Calamities; This is the Pro- 
Ilifick Cauſe of All our Modern Profaneneſs, 
and All Our Faſhionable Infidelity. . 
Should indeed This Wild and Inconſiſtent F 
Scheme Once take place, We muſt then im- 
mediately bid Farewel to All the Beauty of 
Onder and Decency, to Virrue and Morali- 
tp, to Loyalty and Religion, Nothing Then 
would be left for Us, but to lament in Silence, 
That Univerſal Deluge of Confuſion and 
Anarchy, which would neceſſarily Over- 
whelm an Unhappy Church, and an Infa- 
tuated Nation, How would the Beauty of 
Our Sion (the Joy and Glory of the Chri- 
tian World) languiſh and decay? No longer 
would Her Prieſts be Clad with Righte- 
_ ouſneſs, or Deck'd with Health; And no 
longer would Her Saints Rejoice and Sing. 
But in order to ſtop this Growing Evil, to 
Prevent this Dreadful Danger, to Avert this] 
Impending Calamity, We are to make ful! 


Proof of Our Miniſtry. We are to be Burn- 


ing and Shining Lights in the midft of a 
Cercoked and Perverſe Generation. We are 
to be Inflexibly Honeſt, and Obſtinately 
Good, We are to give No Offence in any | 


Thing, that Our Office may not be Blamed. 


And that it may never be Expoſed to the 


ſtudied 


ſtudied Malice, or 1 witty Cenſures of 
Ungodly Men, We are to Embelliſh the Beau. 
ties of the Civil, with all the Graces of the 
Chriſtian Life. The Gentleman and the Scho- 
lar, The Wit and the Politician, The Philo- 
ſopher and the Chriſtian, ſhould Compleat. . 
the Character and Exhauſt the Idea of a Di 
vine. All the Various Paſſions, Appetite {| 
Affections, Converſations, and Actions of Men; - 4 
come under our Immediate Inſpection and 1 
Guidance; How extremely Difficult then is 
„„ Office, and how nicely Regular and 
-- xa ſhould Our Conduct be? We muſt not 7 ay 
therefore Handle the Word of God . 
fully, but with a juſt Mixture of Meekneſs 
and Severity, We are to Reprove, A 
Correct, and Exhort. We are not only to be. 0 
. Infant 5 in Seaſon, but alſo ſometimes, tho”... = 
Unſucceſsfully, out of Seaſon, We muſt not 
Propheſy Smooth Things, in order to Alleviate _ 
the Pangs of Conſcience in Great Men, to 
Recommend Ourſelves to the Mighty and. 
Noble, or to Conciliate the Uncertain Favour 
5 Princes. We are to Watch for Mens Souls, . 
As Thoſe that muſt give an Account unto Gd 
for them, at the Great Day of Retribution, _ 
when Both Prieft and People ſhall be juſtly 
judg d. We are to feed the Flock of Chrift, „ 
over whom the Holy Ghoſt Himſelf hath made — 
3 Overſeers. We are in All Things ,, 
Prove Ourſelves as his Miniſters, in Aﬀic- | 
tions, in Neceſſities, i in Tumults, in Labours 
in Watchings, in Faſtings. We mould there- i 
- fore be fo far from Deſponding at Any Un- 
ee 1 


ot nad FI . s * 4 . 
P 5 RE TN 3 
pe ep — ö * 


2 
enerous Treatment, at Any Undeſerved 
pn roaches, at Any Unexpected Diſtreſſes, 


"in that We ſhould Rejoice in being Deſpiſed <p 


for the ſake of Our Adorable Maſter, who is 
above All, God Bleſſed for ever. We ſhould 
Count it an Honour to ſuffer as Chriſtian 


W Profeſſors; We ſhould Glory in being Perſe. 

= Ccuted for the Doctrine of the Croſs ; and for 

T at the Grievous Oppoſitions We meet with 
jn the Labour of Love, and the Work of the 


Lord, We ſhould think it an Ample Satif- 
faction, that They, who would Deprive Us 


of Our Orders, are the very Men, that 
would Rob their Redeemer of "is Eternal L 


=_ -- Godhead and Divinity. 


But to cle Let All the: Sin _ 1 


. of Perſecution rage; let the Floods of Hereſy 


W _ tumultnouſy ſwell ; let the Combined Ar- 
= tillery of Faction and Irreligion, of Schiſm and 


Infidelity be laviſhly Diſchargd at the Mini- 


terial Office; ; Yet will the Members of This. 5 
Venerable Body (eſpecially Thoſe of the Sa- : 
cred Order) Supported by an UnparalleP4 


pPpirrit of Integrity, Conſtantly Conduct and 


Arm themſelves with This Noble Reſolution, 

Dix. No Man is Wiſe, who holds not the Faith; 
nor is He Perfectly Excellent, who is not _ 

_ Chriſtian , nor is He truly a Chriſtian, who 
Perſeveres not unto the End: Which God =. 


8 * * Chriſt. men. 


His Infinite Mercy grant We may All do, 
for the ſake of Ourſelves, and Our Great 


Ry been le 


(9) 


— 4 


osrsczfpr- 


ä 


: I THINK myſelf Obliged to take Notice 
of An Addreſs to the Univerſity of OxrOKÞD, 


Occaſion'd by the foregoing SeERMoN, I 


muſt alſo Obſerve that the learned Author 
has, by Haſte or Deſign, Strangely Miſrepre> 
ſented my Meaning; and that his moſt Se- 20 
rious Anſwers to my Arguments, are gene 
[ES ny very OHIO and Impertinent, Had He 
: Severe upon Religion, and more [ 
Scurri lous upon Me, I could very eaſily have 
Excuſed him. But to do Juſtice to the World. 

M yſelf, and Our Surprizing Author, I ſhall, | 
beg Leave to exhibit ſome few Specimens 
of His Modeſty, His Orthodoxy, and His Reli- = 
Lien. I Remark then, that in the Addreſs | 
[.̃ bag. 31.) He ſpeaks very Irreverently and 
Abſurdly of Baptiſm and the Euchariſt, and 
alſo Strenuouſly Denies the Neceſſity of Theſe 


* 


Io Sacraments. —— He very ſcandalonſi ß 
(ag. 43.) traduces Epiſcopacy, and Repreſents | 

: d the whole Penerable Bench of Biſhops, As very = 
Slender Pillars and Supports of the Chriſtian 
EKReligion, (One of them only Excepted, Pag. 
64.) and piouſiy laments the mournful Cond :. 
tion of Our Happy Church and State, ß,, 4 

| Their Account and Adminiſtration, —— He 
| ©mpiouſly Blaſphemes (Pag. 54.) the Jewiſh Re- 
ligion, a Religion, which, beyond all Con- 

3 troverſy, came girely from God, —— He 
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x 4 5 Biffop has really no Foundation in the h 
| „ or in the truly Primitive Practice. 


in a Man that Pretends to write of Primi» 

e kg Inſtitutions?” Laftly, (Pag 45, C 47.) 
i a_ pery Elegant and Becoming Style, He 
Becht that very Fru Prieſts Deſerve the 
1 5 Character of Mu or Gentlemen, and He direct 
Denominates That Haven - born Virgin, Cha- 


- Reoite ſich Monſtrous and Shocking Opi- i 
nions as Theſe, is 1 think) an e ys.” 5 


But notwithſtanding all This, if Our Sagas. . 
cio Author will ber ee Review: His Polite 
Ae aud Tugenuouſly put his Name to it, 
I ſolemnly Promiſe him it ſhall be fully Con. 
Ader d. In the mean Time, out of tender 
Gag, t His r, Soul, aud Compaſſion 

to his bewilder d Underſtanding, 4 Conſciens 
_ tioyſly Recommend to his Seriezr Peruſal, The = 
e Biſhop. of Oxford's Book of Chute» 5 
Government y and Biſhop Hoadley's Freatiſes 
ot Epiſco opacy, and Conformity + 5 Which Excellent 5 

Works will remain the Monuments of Eternal 1 
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